
PRACTICE AREA

Immigration - FAQ
The following are provided for general information only and are not intended to be 
comprehensive reviews of developments in the law nor are they intended to provide legal advice. 
Readers should not act on information in these selections without seeking specific advice on the 
particular issues which concern them.

WHAT IS A CANADIAN PERMANENT RESIDENCE VISA?

A Canadian Permanent Residence visa grants permission to the holder to live and work lawfully 
anywhere in Canada. In addition, this type of visa provides for access to many of Canada's 
social programs including heath care.

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION CANADA TO PROCESS MY APPLICATION FOR 
PERMANENT RESIDENCE IN CANADA?

The processing times vary depending on the location of the visa post, processing time may take 
as little as 6 months to as much as 3 years.

DOES CANADA HAVE A UNIFORM IMMIGRATION SELECTION CRITERIA AND PROCEDURE?

To date, only the province of Quebec has its own immigration policies, selection criteria and 
procedures.

MAY I BRING MY ADULT CHILDREN WITH ME TO CANADA AND INCLUDE THEM ON MY APPLICATION FOR 
PERMANENT RESIDENCE AS ACCOMPANYING DEPENDANTS?

The only way in which your children age nineteen and over can accompany you to Canada is if 
they have been continuously enrolled in a full-time program of education since their nineteenth  
birthday and have been and continue to be financially dependent upon you.

MAY I IMMIGRATE TO CANADA ALONE AND THEN HAVE MY DEPENDENTS FOLLOW ME AT A LATER DATE?

Yes, as long as your dependents arrive in Canada before the expiration date indicated on your 
visa.

MY PERMANENT RESIDENT VISA CONTAINS AN EXPIRATION DATE, CAN THIS DATE BE EXTENDED?
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No, regardless of your circumstances.

HOW DO I MAINTAIN MY PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS IN CANADA?

You must reside in Canada for a minimum of 2 years in any consecutive 5 year period.

WHEN WILL I BE ELIGIBLE FOR CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP?

You may apply for Canadian citizenship after you have been a permanent resident of Canada 
for 3 years or less in some circumstances.

MUST I GIVE UP MY CURRENT CITIZENSHIP IF I WANT TO BECOME A CANADIAN CITIZEN?

No, Canada recognizes dual-citizenship. You may be able to retain the citizenship of your 
homeland.  You should check with your homeland to determine whether dual citizenship is 
recognized there.

IS A MEDICAL EXAMINATION REQUIRED?

Yes, you and any dependant will be required to pass a medical examination by a physician 
designated by the Canadian Government for prospective landed immigrants as well as some 
applicants for temporary status. The proposed new legislation may admit dependants with 
health difficulties.


